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ONLY A SHELL — The new 
Clinton plant of Eli Lilly and 
Co. is beginning to take shape 
on Indiana 63 three miles 
north of the Vermillion Coun- 
ty town. Four of the 29 tanks 
which will be used to store 
chemicals are in the fore- 
ground of the top picture, 
with a structure which will 
become a chemical process 
building in the background. 
At the left is some of the steel 
work which is going into a 
similar chemical processing 
building at the Clinton site. 


Wanninger Photos. 
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‘ % ‘SUSAN VanDUYN 
Tribune Valley Writer 


CLINTON, Ind. — Frames of 
steel and blocks of concrete spot 
the broad landscape of the Eli 
Lilly and Co. antibiotic fermen- 
tation and chemical manufac- 
turing facility which is being 
built near here. 

The company owns 750 acres 
of former farm crop land about 
three miles north of Clinton on 
Indiana 63. The area reaches 
east from the highway to the} 
Wabash River and south to the 
Summit Grove road. 

Since the groundbreaking in| 
mid - March, earth - moving} 
equipment relocated 300,000 cu- | 
bic yards of material in less 
than two months to prepare the 
site for construction. Robert 
Jenkins, resident engineer for 
Eli Lilly, indicated that the site) 
is excellent for building because} 
of good soil conditions and rela- 
tively level land contour. 

Walter Kidde Constructors, 
Inc., have been engaged as gen-} 
eral contractors for the multi- 
million dollar project and now 
have approximately 160 employ- 
ees on location. 

The site is divided into three 
general areas: chemical manu- 
facturing to the north, general! 
services in the center, and fer- 
mentation installations to the] 
south. Part of the operation is] 
to be completed by mid 1970 
while the entire operation is to 
be finished in early 1971. | 

Steel has been erected on two; 
buildings and begun on a third. 
Footings for the boiler house 
and for the fermentation build- 
ing are complete. The ‘tank 
farm,” which will store raw 
chemicals, will consist of sev- 
era] large underground tanks. 

Workers have drilled the first 
of three wells, and pumping 
tests will be started soon 
Rough grading for railroa 
spurs have been started for th 
tracks which will connect wit 
the Louisville & Nashville Rail- 
road, 

Eli Lilly will use the Clinto 
plant for all types of fermenta- 
tion and chemical production. 
The worldwide pharmaceutical 
firm has its general headquar- 
ters in Indianapolis with four 
other plants in the Indianapolis 
area. 

Clinton is the second facility 
of its kind in Indiana, along 
with one in Lafayette. 

At present the company i 
maintaining a temporary office| 
at the construction site, but a! 
permanent office is expected to 
he located here within the next 
two weeks or so, company of- 
ficials said. 
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has been concerned for a num- 
ber of years with providing con- 
tinuity of employment for its 
avaiable work force. For years 
this locale has been listed as an 
area of persistent unemploy- 
ment and on-the-job training are 
offered, industries will be over- 
whelmed with the number of 
job applicants.” j 

In the construction area, Lilly 

was forewaraed to expect many 

. different kinds of problems with 
construction groups in this area, 
None of these materialized, ac- 
cording to the company offi- 
cial. “During peak periods of 
construction at the plant, as 
many as 1,200 construction 
workers ‘have been on the job. 
It is possible, therefore, to as- 
semble large numbers of skilled 
craftsmen from this area. In a 
period when we are faced with 
continually and rapidly rising 
construction costs, the Wabash 
Valley area has the opportunity 
to establish itself in a leader- 
ship position. If we could estab- 
lish closer ties between con- 
struction firms, job supervisors, 
business agents and craftsmen 
to insure the best use of time, 
material and manpower, we 
could be a leader in this field. 
More attractive construction 
costs will draw attention to the 
Wabash Valley.” 

Lilly transferred many of its 
college-trained people from 
other areas. Some of the em-' 
ployees were hesitant about 
moving into the area. Lilly 
pointed out to them. that ‘“‘it’s 
just a little over an hour's drive 
to Indianapolis to supplement 
entertainment, professions! 
sports and shopping found in 

| this area.” . i 


since there are too many other 
large metropolitan areas in this 
country who are unified and 
well organized to attract indus- 
try to their area. We should 
project the image that the Wa- 
bash Valley is a progressive 
area which is willing to try new 
ideas. Our goal should be to at- 
tract industry thus creating 
imore plant and construction 
jobs. Let’s not undersell the 
Wabash Valley. We have a lct 
to offer with unlimited possi- 
bilities for industrial expansion 
if we establish a leadership 
position in reducing construc- 
tion costs, ‘building moderate 
cost housing and establishing! 
ways to make new people feek 
Meun: to the community. 


The company has suggested 
greater use of local po and, 
university people to aidin the 
problem. of helping new profes- 
sional and management people 
feel a part of the Terre Haute 
community. Lily personnel who 
have located in Clinton have re- 
¿ceived warm receptions and co- 
jopération from the residents of 
‘the Vermillion County town. 

Housing has been a problem 
for the,,Lilly personnel. They 
shave found a shortage of moder- 
jate cost housing. Those wishing! 
higher priced homes have no) 
problems. The rolling hills, 
wooded -areas and streams 
make ideal settings for new 
construction. The areas north of 
» Terre Haute along Highways 63 
‘and 41 offer real opportunity for 
industrial or housing develop- 
ments, according to Yount. Soil 
conditions in those areas, while 
not the most desirable for farm- 
ing, are extremely. suitable for 
heavy industrial construction. 
| "Yount emphasized the oppor- 
tunities for, business expansion 
needs to be examined for the 
entire Wabash Valley area. “I 
the Wabash Valley area really 
wants to attract industry, it 
must unify rather than let indi- 
vidual communities pursue this 
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Eli Lilly Nina Company will@ouble the production capacity of its Clinton | 
Laboratories it ugh a~$45 million expansion: program:to be completed by 1976. 
The announcement; of the major construction to be undertaken was made at | 
noon Wednesday at the biochemical manufacturing plant near Clinton. | 


Included in the expansion are structures for chemical manufacturing, Fermen- 
tation, product recovery; laboratories to provide technical support for production 
operations; and waste treatment and environmental control facilities. 

The work at Clinton is a part: of the company’s $300 million worldwide expan- 


sion program in which--most facilities will be enlarged and sevens new manufac- 


turing plants will be completed by the « end of 19768 


The yasne E of 
G + oh the Eli Lilly poe A 
Ah ‘ties Sant be mle have been “i 1 
R č; > satisfied“ Ke with the favorable 
` | business climate in the area: 
x Od D “Recently, ‘St. John points 
~ N out, “were ples 
; of the high priority 
‘Highway Commission fas pia 
A ‘upon the widening to four Janes 
YY ‘of Indiana fi thal serves our 
Av ‘plant. 
The expansion will gts an es- i 
ot ‘timated $4 million of equipment 
v (for senvitén mental control. This 
‘will «bring the total direct invest- 
entyin the area to more than: 
= < 2. million and will -maint 
yo the. company’s original“ goal. oa a 


Qo a aximum, nof jus : 
able” control: of wastes he 
‘plant. 

“The k R of to- 
tal design of -ciosed svstems; 
concentration, and treatment at 
g sx? the waste source. and continu 
ms ous monitoring of the treated 
- wastes streams will continue to 
be incorporated into the manu-! 
‘facturing facilities themselves) 

This is done instead of thejrradi 
tional method of collecting. all 

wastes for treatment al a cen-| 

tral point.” S John comments, 

“In our fi our vga of o 
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Richard Ds Wood. chairman of 
the* firm's ‘board Of directors. | 


Doubling the manufacturing | 
capacity vat Clinton. Laboratories | 
is a vital“ part of these plans.” 
he adds. a 

Some İcónstruction already has), 
begun ‘et Clinton. The expansion | 
will be completed in stages and 
ii is. estimated that there willl 
be several hundred constructior | 
workersat the sitewduring the 
height of activity in mid-1975. 

“Although our proditction ca- 
ipabilities will be -doubled we 
estimate that the number of new) 
jobs will parallel our past ém-) 
Bloyment growth rate of 10 per! 
cent annually,” says C: Virgil 
St. John. assistant general man- 
ager and director of operations | 
at. Clinton. Í 


« “Many of our staff and sup- 
porting groups will not be in-| 
‘creased,-and many ofthe» new 
iacilities will be more auto- 
mated than present operations. 
The existing wak A 
people. PESU 
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OBRELIL LY TO DOUBLE PRODUCTION CAPACITY AT CLINTONA, major” i ee combined. Some construction has alreadys begun e at the laborato ties with 
$45 million expansion programe scheduled for) completion in”1976 Wa? been ` hea gl being ‘completed in stages. Several- hundred construction 
announced by Eli Lilly and Company for its Clinton Laboratories. Several workers will reportedly e needed during the height of activity in mid-1975. 
‘new structures’ will be added to the site that first established in, the area in At the $45 million invesiment, an estimated $4 rial I will go towards” 

1969. Included ‘in the program is a three-story chemical manufacturing 


+ environmental control equipment, Shown in the apa ae h. are the 
` building that will have the same capacity as ‘the two existing ‘chemical build- Clinton Laboratories as they now exist, > 


$ By DAVID H. COX j r 

f Star City Editor 

Expansion which will triple the size of the 
original Clinton plant double chemical manufac: 
turing capacity was announced Tuesday by Eli 
Lilly Co. officials. Total cost of the project will be 
$116 million and is expected to create 100 new jobs. 
The building program is scheduled to begin during 
September and is to be completed by 1981. 

The announcement was made by C. Virgil St. 
John, vice president of operations, and Joseph A. 
Karibo, director of Clinton laboratories. 

Company officials had planned to announce 
specifics of a $67 million project; instead notifica- 
tion from the manufacturer’s board of directors 
came Monday authorizing an additional $49 mil- 
lion. 

The expansion at the Clinton plant includes: 

— Fermentation and product-recovery facil- 
ities. Fermenters, a product-recovery facility and 
equipment for blending and bagging the finished 
Coban and Rumensin products will be added. 

— Chemical manufacturing capacity will be 
increased 50 percent when a new four-story build- 
ing is completed. 

— A new facility to increase the capacity to 
recover solvents used in chemical manufacturing 
also will be constructed. Solvents will be re- 
covered in a highly efficient manner and their 
reuse will conserve crude oil supplies. This also 
means solvents will not have to be treated as 
wastes. 

— A second coal boiler to decrease dependence 
on oil is planned. 
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— A thermal oxidizer will be installed to 
increase Clinton Laboratories’ waste treatment 
capabilities in line with plan expansion. Wastes 
will be burned in this equipment. As an energy 
conservation measure, heat from burning wastes 
will be used to generate steam power for use in 
other operations at the plant. 

— Additional projects include an addition to the 
administration building's laboratory areas for 
technical services and quality control; a building 
for additional maintenance shops; 45,000 square 
feet of warehousing, and about 14,000 feet of 
railroad tracks on plant property. - 

The plant’s expansion will boost the company’s 
work force from 800 to 900 employees. It is 
anticipated some 200-300 construction workers will 
be needed during the two-year project. The Clinton 
plant now carries an annual payroll of $18 million, 
including benefits, and will pay $1 million in taxes 
this year in Vermillion County. 

Company officials stressed the local portion of 
the company’s $500 million commitment to ex- 
pansion was based on meeting the needs of the 
future market. The expansion investment at the 
Clinton and Lafayette plants signifies more than 
one-third of the corporation’s total worldwide 
commitment. 

St. John said the additional money made avail- 
able Monday by the company's board of directors 
was necessitated by the increasing demand for 
monensin, a fermentation product used in Coban. 
a product which helps prevent coccidiosis in 
poultry, and Rumensin, which promotes more 
efficient use of feed in beef cattle. 

Expansion will allow stronger production 
capabilities and will allow for development and 
production of new products. St. John said one of 
the new products currently being tested is a new 
antibiotic for human consumption. “If clinical 
trials continue to prove successful, this new 
compound has excellent potential of becoming a 
major product for the company,” he said. The new 
antibiotic shows effectiveness against a broad 
spectrum of bacterial infections, St. John added. 

He also said it may be several years before 
product is approved for marketing. 

One of the most significant improvements to be 
made at the plant involves installation of a second 
coal-fired boiler which will allow the Clinton plant 
to “greatly reduce dependence on oil.” St. John 
said the company’s goal is to reach maximum 
environmental safety. 

Company officials stressed the importance of 
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recycling some materials to help control prod- 
uction costs. 

St. John said another project has been launched 
to deal with fermentation byproducts resulting 
from antibiotic production. The project has been 
“successfully taking place 35-acre site at the 
southwest corner of our property,” St. John 
explained. ‘‘We are using organic byproducts 
of the fermentation proc as fertilizer. The 
material, which is rich in organic and soil 
nutrients, is being incorporated into the soil by 
special mechanical applicatiors. Today we have a 
lush field of corn ihat rivals any being grown with 
commerial products. Of course, we will never 
have the volume of this organic material for 
marketing, but this is simply one way of efficient- 
ly using a byproduct.” 

Plant Director Karibo said solvent recovery 
capacity will be meaningful. ‘‘By recovering as 
much solvent as possible. we reduce the demand 
for new quantities of materials that require crude 
oil as the feed stock in their manufacture. We also 
reduce our waste load, thereby enjoying an en- 
vironmental benefit, and, of course, we are able to 
reduce the cost of manufacture by reusing these 
solvent materials, which are not a part of the final 
product.” 

Karibo said the new thermal oxidizer, used to 
destroy chemical waste material, will burn liquid 
wastes and produce steam. which, in turn, an- 
swers a part of the steam needs at the plant. — 
_ The Clinton facility opened 10 years ago and 
underwent a large expansion project about five 

‘years ago. 
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The current expansion of Eli Lilly & Co. facillities near Clinton, costing $85.9 
million, will increase the production capacity by 25 percent. Construction began 
in the fall of 1979 and will be finished in phases until 1983. 

The expansion is part of the company’s continued growth to meet increasing 
requirements for present and future products, according to C. Virgil St. John, 
vice president of the production operations division of Eli Lilly. 

The largest part of the expansion is a four-story chemical operations building 
that will be used to manufacture products. An identical building is being 
constructed at Tippecanoe Laboratories in Lafayette, a Lilly branch with which 
the Clinton plant works closely. The new building will not change the basic role 
of the Clinton facility. It will continue to be responsible for doing the bulk work 
on products, while other plants are involved in the finishing process. 

Clinton produces broad-spectrum antibiotics, including such registered 
medicines as Keflex, Ceclor, Kefzol, and Mandol. Another antibiotic with the 
trademark name of Moxam is also made at Clinton. Moxam was introduced in 
West Germany earlier this year but is not yet available in the U.S., pending FDA 
approval. Moxam was also rushed to Yugoslavia when President Tito was 
fighting for life. A spokeswoman said that Moxam offers advantages over other 
antibiotics because of gram-positive and gram-negative organisms and the good 
margin of patient safety. She said it effectively controls a number of bacteria 
which have developed a resistance to other antibiotics. 


Other areas are being enlarged at Clinton in order to provide support for the 
increased production capability. A new product drying facility and a new solvent 
recovery area will be built. In addition, a fourth thermal oxidizer will be 
constructed; it incinerates liquid waste and is equipped with environmental 
controls that scrub and neutralize polluting elements. 

The new maintenance building will add 22,720 square feet of work space. 
Various new warehouses are also planned, and the commbined storage room 
will cover 45,000 square feet. 

Expansion and remodeling of the building which houses the administrative 
offices, analytical lab, and technical services is scheduled. The analytical lab 
is involved with quality control. Technical services deals with developmental 
areas and trouble shoots for problems. 

The new construction will not result in a hiring boom, according to St. John, 
“Since we’re building for the future, not all of the chemical manufacturing 
facility will be occupied at once. The hiring will be gradual and minimal.” 

Eli Lilly & Co. has now been operating at Clinton for 11 years. During the first 
decade, $153 million was invested in land, plant and equipment. 


Clinton was unique in terms of design for environmental and pollution control, | 
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Industrial Insights 


A look at progress 
being made by an area industry 
and a nearby power plant 
was prepared by 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Donna Christenberry 
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Some of the waste treatment equipment originally installed at Clinton bore the | 
serial num ber one. The company’s original standards for environmental control | 


have been exceeded, according to official sources. 


Vigo County Public Library 


Keq aiaqnd Auno oSA 


Lilly’ S Filton! labor 


aras E 


compared to min 


` On the balmy spring morning of 
May 10, 1876, Eli Lilly walked 
briskly to a downtown alley, known 
by courtesy as Pearl Street. Here he 
turned a large key in the double 
doors of a small building and with 
fresh hope began a new business. 

'— Resident Physician, Jan. 1969 


Eli Lilly, the 38-year-old Civil 
War veteran, started his company in 
Indianapolis with an initial invest- 
ment of $1,400 in capital and fluid 
extracts. It has since blossomed into 
a multi-national corporation with 
net sales in 1982 of more than $2.96 
billion. 

‘In the late 1960s, Lilly and Co. 
began construction of a manufac- 
turing facility on 705 acres of land 
about five miles north of Clinton. 

The plant was originally built to 
manufacture Keflex, a human anti- 
body, and Coban, which controls 
coccidiosis in poultry. Those prod- 
ucts are still manufactured at Clin- 
ton Laboratories. 

-In addition, the plant today manu- 
factures Ceclor, Kefzol and Mandol, 
which are human antibodies, and 
Rumensin, a feed efficiency factor, 
Joseph A. Karibo, who recently cel- 
ebrated his ninth year as director of 
the Clinton plant, said. 

` Products manufactured in Clinton 
are in bulk liquid or powder form 
and shipped in drums to other plants 
for final processing. 

Karibo calls the facility, which 
has an annual payroll in excess of 
$29 million, ‘Clinton Laboratories 
City.” 

:"Have you driven by here at 
night? It’s lit up just like a city,” 
Karibo said with an excited twinkle 
in his eyes. 

“We are open and alive 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year.” The plant 
buys electricity, but pumps its own 
water from two reservoirs with a 
total capacity of more than 1.83 
million gallons. Energy for the plant 
is generated by burning Indiana coal 


„as; much as possible. 
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Gases produced from chemical 
wastes are used in the plant’s 
boilers to produce steam for power. 
The ash left over is used for landfill. 

Also serving the ‘‘city”’ is a small 
hospital, a cafeteria, security force, 
fire brigade, a sanitary waste dis- 
posal plant — even a railroad 


' locomotive and switching yard. 


“The people who designed this 
plant were very far-thinking,” 
Karibo said. ‘‘Since I've been here, 
we've taken on several new proc- 
esses (and) we don’t take them on 
until we figure out how to handle the 
waste.” 

Like Topsy, Clinton Laboratories 
keeps growing. During the plant’s 
first decade, Lilly invested almost 
$153 million in land, plant and equip- 
ment at that site. 

An $89 million construction 
project begun in the fall of 1979 is 
now ‘‘in the final scene of the last 
act,” Karibo said. 

Part of a new solvent recovery 
area is scheduled to begin operation 
this week, with other manufac- 
turing and support facilities due to 
open in stages throughout the re- 


mainder of this year. The new facil- | 


ities will be staffed by persons 
already working at the plant. 

A $4.5 million addition to the 
animal product finishing facility has 
just been approved and wil! hopeful- 
ly be operational within the year, 
Karibo said. 

The slightly-built plant director 
almost visibly swells with pride 
when he talks about the 923 employ- 
ees at Clinton Laboratories. 

“You can walk around here any 
time, see someone you know, stop 
and talk. I'll match thequality, the 
work ethic or the people here with 
any one (plant) we have,” Karibo, 
who has been in Lilly plants “all 
over this hemisphere and the Far 
East,” said. 

Karibo spent part of his afternoon 
Aug. 17 celebrating 400 accident- 
free days with workers in the 


tor 


niature city 


plant's fermentation department. 

“I told them they could have two 
cakes if they went 800 days,’ he 
said. 

The plant’s safety record is 40 
percent of the national average and 
declining, with 2.01 accidents per 
100 workers recorded there in 1982. 
The national average that year was 
5.2 accidents per 100 workers, 
Karibo said. 

No fatalities have been recorded 
since the plant opened and, during 
Karibo’s. tenure, there have been 
only two serious injuries. 

In addition to in-plant celebra- 
tions and participation in such ac- 
tivities as bowling and golf leagues, 
Eli Lilly employees participate in 
one of the oldest — and most gener- 
ous — suggestion programs in the 
U.S., Karibo said. 

That program started informally 
in the 1890s by J.K. Lilly, son of the 
company’s founder. He presented 
selected employees who made or 
suggested improvements in com- 
pany matters or operations with a 
gold piece and his personal ‘thank 
you.” 
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| City life: Eli Lilly plant in Clinton covers wide expanse of territory. 


